
INMATE MARRIAGES

THE FOLLOWING STEPS MUST BE TAKEN PRIOR TO MARRIAGES TAKING PLACE
INSIDE MEN’S CENTRAL JAIL:

1. A letter requesting permission to get married at Men’s Central Jail must be written to:
Unit Commander
Men’s Central Jail
441 Bauchet Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Marriage Request

It may also be faxed to the Legal Office at (213) 626-5961.

Included in the letter must be the identifying information of the bride wishing to get married.
Enclose: A valid California I.D., Date of Birth, mailing address and phone number.   Once it is
determined that all the requirements are met, the BRIDE TO BE OR AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE will be contacted to bring the inmate’s INABILITY TO APPEAR form and
MARRIAGE APPLICATION to the attorney room window, during normal business hours (M - Th, 8
am - 7 pm / Fri., 10 am - 5 pm).  

While waiting for notification, you may go to the County Recorder’s Office and pick up your
marriage forms and information.  

2. The Marriage License must be purchased from the County Recorder’s office, using a completed
CONFIDENTIAL MARRIAGE LICENSE APPLICATION form.  Both parties’ I.D. and the
completed INABILITY TO APPEAR form are also required.  The INABILITY TO APPEAR form,
along with the MARRIAGE APPLICATION, must be completed and notarized to take back to the
county recorders office in order to receive your Marriage License.  Here’s how:

Go to the county Registrar-Recorder’s Office.  Take with you:
a.   Notarized Inability to Appear Form
b.   Completed Marriage License Application
c.   $70 to pay for your marriage license
d.   The person who will solemnize your marriage (e.g., the minister)
e.   Your driver’s license or passport
f.    Your fiance’s driver’s license or passport

3. After receiving the original Marriage License, a copy must be delivered, by mail or fax, to the Legal
Office of Men’s Central Jail.  

4. A date and time (falling within normal visiting hours) will be set for the marriage to take place.

5. On the day of the scheduled ceremony, the non-inmate applicant must bring one witness and the
original wedding license.  Both must have valid photo I.D. 

NOTE:  Marriages shall only be allowed during the regular visit.  There are no special religious or other
ceremonial provisions.    Deputies will not be witnesses.  There will be no items exchanged, which
includes rings.


