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Laissez les bons temps rouler!
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Survey Respondents (who responded)  92.11% ...................Law Enforcement Employed
 5.26% ...................Medical Examiner/University
 1.63% ...................Freelance

Employment Status (how do you work?)  42.11% ...................LE Employed as a Forensic Artist
 40.00% ...................Full time LE - FA as a collateral duty
 10.63% ...................Freelance
 5.26% ...................Contract with an LE agency
 2.00% ...................Volunteer

Entire Process (how long does it take?)  23.69% ...................Less than 2 hours
 65.97% ...................2 - 4 hours
 7.89% ...................4 - 8 hours
 2.63% ...................This process takes more than a day

Cognitive Interview 45.00% ...................10 - 20 minutes
(how long does it take?) 10.00% ...................20 - 25 minutes
 45.00% ...................30 - 40 minutes

Facial Catalog (how long does it take?)  90.00% ...................15-20 minutes
 10.00% ...................25- 30 minutes

Drawing the actual image 45.00% ...................35 - 45 minutes
(how long does it take?) 45.00% ...................50 - 60 minutes
 10.11% ...................86+ minutes

Thank You!
Nationally, 38 Forensic Art Professionals

took this survey. I appreciate the time you took
to take this.  I know you are all very busy and 

most of you wear many hats in your job!

This survey focused on the main aspects of the
Composite. The results were part of a poster

presentation, displayed at the annual meeting of
the American Academy of Forensic Sciences,

held in New Orleans, LA in 2017.

This is the �rst of several surveys that are
planned as research for our discipline. If you
didn’t get a chance to participate and would

like to in the future,  email me your contact info.

Sandie Enslow, LASD,  srenslow@lasd.org 



The Poster
3’ h x 8’ w
Besides the survey, this poster
highlighted a unique case that I
had back in 2011.  

The rape victim had a broken jaw that
was in pieces . She could barely talk.
I asked her to draw the images of
the suspects. From there I developed
artwork that she modi�ed.

The case didn't go anywhere, though
we had drawings of the suspects.
DNA didn’t hit at all. 

But in 2013, the suspects did another
crime for which they were caught.
The DNA taken connected to this
earlier 2011 case. I testi�ed in 2014.

This case was discussed in the
LINKEDIn Forensic Artist’s
Discussion Group. This is a closed
group for FAs who can discuss
case work, issues, training
opportunities and general FA news
of the day.

If you are interested in the LINKEDIn
Forensic Artist’s Discussion Group, 
there’s no cost to join.  FAs across the 
country and internationally connect
there.  It is good to see what others
are doing and how they approach
thier work. You don’t need to join any
group or organization (or for that
matter be certi�ed) to join this group.
We ask that you be connected to a
law enforcement, ME or University
as a working Forensic Artist.

Our aim is to further work of FAs,
advance the discipline and support
you in the �eld.



Promotions & Awards
This year in New Orleans, at the AAFS, I was promoted to the level of Fellow.  It is my sixth year here at the 
Academy.  I joined for my own personal growth and to represent my discipline on the national stage.  I knew
that this was where I needed to go.  I have never had any regrets.  The Academy was very welcoming and gave
me the opportunity to work within the organization.  No one discounted me as a Forensic Artist - no one.
As a Forensic Art with 23 + years working in Los Angeles County, a large region that is both urban and rural, I’m
an experienced professional.  I work hard in my �eld and take great pride in my work.

Forensic Art is in the General Section of the Academy - it is a great section!  I was asked to chair the Regional
Representative Committee, which I agreed to do. This group assists applicants applying for our section. They
must have a recommendation from the General Section and if they don’t know anyone, we assist with that. 

2016 was my �rst year as Chair and I was recognized in
New Orleans for the work I accomplished. I received the
Kenneth S. Field Award of Appreciation for service to the
AAFS sta� this year.  I was really honored.   

As a Fellow, I will continue to work for FA.  It is scienti�c, it is
used and the discipline is growing.  I’m optimistic
for our future.

Sandie Enslow
      srenslow@lasd.org


