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News Release

On Monday, May 11, 2014, at approximately 5:00 p.m., while patrolling the area of Merced
Avenue and Remer Street, South ElI Monte, deputies from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s
Department (LASD) Temple Sheriff's Station saw the driver of a van perform an unsafe lane
change and run a red light.

Deputies immediately conducted a traffic stop and discovered that the driver, Edwin Hernandez, a
28 year-old male resident of Wilmington, was driving on a suspended license and placed him
under arrest.

Subsequent to Hernandez’ arrest, 22 cases of illegal fireworks, each of which weighed 80 pounds,
were discovered in his van.

According to the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LaCoFD), Arson Investigator Dahlmeier,
the total amount of 1,760 pounds (nearly one ton) of illegal fireworks discovered in the van seen
driving in an unsafe manner through the city of South El Monte was enough to blow a house off of
its foundation.

Hernandez was booked at Temple Sheriff's Station for Possession of lllegal Fireworks For Sale,
and is being held in lieu of $25,000.

LaCoFD Arson investigators took possession of the illegal fireworks and will be conducting the
investigation.

Anyone with information about this incident is encouraged to contact the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, Arson Investigator Dahlmeier at (626) 433-1011. If you prefer to provide information
anonymously, you may call "Crime Stoppers" by dialing (800) 222-TIPS (8477), or texting the
letters TIPLA plus your tip to CRIMES (274637), or by using the website
http://lacrimestoppers.org .
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Alert LA County: Telephone emergency mass notification system

http://www.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/alertla

SNAP LA County: Specific Needs Disaster Voluntary Registry http://snap.lacounty.gov/

Text & Email, Register for LASD Nixle messages: To receive more detailed, up-to-date information
via E-MAIL and/or TEXT directly from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD), sign
up for "Nixle" alerts at http://www.Nixle.com and register for "LASD — Headquarters Newsroom
(SHB), Los Angeles County Sheriff* AND your local LASD station area. Or, to receive URGENT
TEXT ALERTS ONLY, text your zip code to 888777. Standard text messaging rates may apply

depending on your calling plan.

"If You See Something, Say Something” ... LA Crime Stoppers: Partner to prevent or report crime
by contacting your local Sheriff’s station. Or if you wish to remain Anonymous, call “LA Crime
Stoppers” by dialing 800-222-TIPS (8477), texting the letters TIPLA plus your tip to CRIMES

(274637), or using the website http://lacrimestoppers.org
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