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News Release

A federal court jury found in favor of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Friday in a case
involving alleged wrongdoing in Rancho Palos Verdes by sheriff's deputies from the Lomita
Sheriff's Station.

The lawsuit alleged that three deputies and two sergeants unreasonably attempted to detain a hit-
and-run suspect, and unreasonably searched his room on October 2, 2010.

The Sheriff's Department asserted that the suspect physically resisted and spit in the face of a
sergeant, thus resulting in a reasonable use of force, including taking the suspect to the ground
and the use of pepper spray. He suffered minor injuries. Also, that a search that resulted in the
recovery of marijuana was lawful.

During testimony, the plaintiff admitted he lied to deputies at the scene, lied to a sergeant during
the use of force investigation, and lied to county attorneys while under oath during his deposition.
After two hours of deliberation, the federal civil jury returned a unanimous verdict of no liability on
the part of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department.

In his closing remarks, the Honorable Judge Otero commended the sheriff's deputies for their
restraint during the use of force and said he would entertain a motion from the Sheriff's
Department to recover fees from the plaintiff

Case # CV12-10578 SJO (AJWXx), Steven Sartori v. County of Los Angeles, ET AL. : The federal
court jury returned a verdict for the defense on Friday, March 7, 2014. The law firm representing
the County of Los Angeles was Ivie, McNeill, and Wyatt - Rickie Ivie lead counsel.
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Alert LA County: Telephone emergency mass notification system
http://www.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/alertla

SNAP LA County: Specific Needs Disaster Voluntary Registry http://snap.lacounty.gov/

Text & Email, Register for LASD Nixle messages: To receive more detailed, up-to-date information
via E-MAIL and/or TEXT directly from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD), sign
up for "Nixle" alerts at http://www.Nixle.com and register for "LASD — Headquarters Newsroom
(SHB), Los Angeles County Sheriff* AND your local LASD station area. Or, to receive URGENT
TEXT ALERTS ONLY, text your zip code to 888777. Standard text messaging rates may apply
depending on your calling plan.

"If You See Something, Say Something” ... LA Crime Stoppers: Partner to prevent or report crime
by contacting your local Sheriff’s station. Or if you wish to remain Anonymous, call “LA Crime
Stoppers” by dialing 800-222-TIPS (8477), texting the letters TIPLA plus your tip to CRIMES
(274637), or using the website http://lacrimestoppers.org
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